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SUBJECT: ALL DANCING FORBIDDEN IN RESTAURANTS 

1 . IN THEIR CONTINUING EFFORT TO TURN VIENTIANE INTO THE 
DULLEST TOWN WEST OF HANOI, THE LAO COMMUNIST AUTHORITIES 
ANNOUNCED ON FEBRUARY 25 THAT ALL FORMS OF DANCING IN 
VIENTIANE'S RESTAURANTS WERE NOW ILLEGAL. SINCE ONE OF 
THEIR FIRST ACTS UPON TAKING CONTROL OF THE CITY HAD 

BEEN TO BAN ALL DANCING EXCEPT FOR THE TRADITIONAL, 

STATELY LAMVONG, THE NEW ORDER MEANS ONLY THAT THE 
LAMVONG IS NOW ADDED TO THE FORBIDDEN LIST. MRS. THONGCHINE 
SENGSATHITH, CHIEF OF THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SERVICE 
OF VIENTIANE CITY, STATED THAT THE 'INTERDICTION WOULD 
CONTRIBUTE TO ASSURING SECURITY IN THE CAPITAL AS THE 
ENEMY WAS ALWAYS ATTEMPTING TO TROUBLE THE WELL-BEING 
OF THE POPULATION." 

2. MRS. THONGCHINE ADDED, HOWEVER. THAT DANCING WAS 
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PROGRESSIVE, SCIENTIFIC AND POPULAR" CHARACTER WOULD BE 
AUTHORIZED AT CERTAIN RECEPTIONS AND CELEBRATIONS. IN 
ADDITION THE ORDER MIGHT BE TEMPORARY. ORCHESTRAS 
IN RESTAURANTS WERE NOT OFFICIALLY FORBIDDEN, BUT 
ALL SONGS MUST HAVE A "NATIONAL, PROGRESSIVE, SCIENTIFIC 
AND POPULAR" CHARACTER. 

3. COMMENT: MRS. THONGCHINE'S IMPLICATION THAT DANCING 
THE LAMVONG MIGHT THREATEN THE SECURITY OF THE CITY 
IS INDICATIVE OF THE LEVEL OF THINKING OF THE NEW LAO 
LEADERSHIP WHICH REJECTS THE IDEA THAT LAO CITIZENS 
SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO ENGAGE IN ANY ACTIVITY NOT OFFI- 
CIALLY APPROVED BY THE PARTY. 
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